Introduction: The study of prosthetic status and prosthetic need will help us to find out the degree of treatment required in the population which will help to frame the health care services.
INTRODUCTION
Oral health is a state of being free from mouth and orofacial pain, oral and throat cancer, oral infection and sores, periodontal (gum) disease, tooth decay, tooth loss and other diseases and disorders that limit an individual's capacity in biting, chewing, smiling, speaking and psychosocial wellbeing 1 .
Poor oral health and loss of teeth affects the dietary intake, nutritional status, phonetics and esthetics in addition to general health 2 .
Oral health is a gateway to the general health and both are determined by the socioeconomic status of an individual. Studies in the past have shown correlation between socioeconomic factors and oral health [3] [4] [5] .
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The prosthetic status and need of population of this area has not been studied. This study aims to find out the prosthetic status and need of patients visiting Out Patient Department of Prosthodontics, Gandaki Medical College. 
MATERIALS AND METHODS

RESULTS
There were total of 309 patients who visited the Department during the study period. There were 133 (43%) male and 176 (57%) female patients ( In the present study 70.6% of the patients were from the upper middle class group of socio-economic status (Table  6, 7, 8, 9) . Even though the patients were from upper middle class group there were more patients with no prosthesis, upper arch 78.6% and lower arch 83.8%. It can be co-related that patients are not pursuing prosthodontic treatment not because of financial constraints but it could be due to lack of awareness towards treatment. This is a preliminary study; this study can be further extended to the general population with larger sample size and multiple centers so that the data obtained can be utilized to frame the policies by the provincial Government of this region to address the unmet prosthetic need.
CONCLUSION
The majority of patients had no prosthesis 78.6% in upper arch and 83.8% in lower arch. The need of prosthesis was 51.5% in upper arch and 52.1% in lower arch.
